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Summary: For the last six years a multidisciplinary team 
of the Universidad de Jaén has been working in some of 
the funerary complexes of the second half of the Twelfth 
Dynasty in Qubbet el-Hawa. The present paper analyzes 
new material found in the funerary complex called QH33 
and dated to that period. One of the new pieces of evi-
dence is a ceramic with a hieratic inscription in which is 
mentioned a certain woman named Sattjeni and described 
with the title of “Daughter of H#tj-o”. This personage also 
appears in other funerary contexts, which allows us to 
reconstruct the genealogy and history of the rulers of 
Elephantine during the Late Twelfth Dynasty.

Keywords: 12th Dynasty, prosopography, Qubbet el-Hawa 
tomb 33

1  QH 33, a funerary complex
Since its discovery around the fall of 1885 or the beginning 
of 1886, QH33 never attracted the attention of scholars. It 
seems very likely that the main reason was because the 
interior of the chapel was full of broken Late Period mate-
rial together with human remains, bandages, pottery and 
half-burnt wood or ashes. But above all because all this 
material had suffered damage from the fire shortly after 
the last burials took place around the middle of the 5th 
century BC.1. The walls, the ceiling and the six pillars of 
the chapel were completely covered with soot. Only the 
great naos was partially free of the soot because the fine 

1 Jiménez-Serrano 2011, 192-194; Jiménez Serrano, Sánchez León 
2011.

gypsum of its surface had cracked due to the high temper-
atures that the fire provoked. In short, QH33 was basically 
an unattractive fieldwork.

The first excavation works were carried out by General 
Grenfell’s troops under the supervision of a certain Major 
Plunkett. The scientific documentation of the discoveries 
was undertaken by a young Wallis Budge, who was enjoy-
ing his first trip to Egypt. The latter arrived some months 
after the beginning of the works, coinciding with the clear-
ance of the tomb of Sarenput II (QH31). From the available 
data, this is the only mention of works carried out near 
QH33, and so it is likely that the area, which comprises 
QH31 to QH33, was partially unearthed at that time2.

After two seasons of work (1885–1887) Grenfell’s troops 
had unearthed eleven tombs, which must be added to the 
“catacombes” recorded by the French Expedition in 1799, 
which in reality were pharaonic tombs but later re-used 
as part of a large Christian complex. Unfortunately, the 
first exhaustive presentation of these discoveries did not 
appear until the publication by Jacques de Morgan and his 
team of the first volume of the ambitious Catalogue des 
Monuments et Inscriptions de l’Égypte Antique, almost 
a decade later, when Harkhuf’s tomb had already been 
discovered by Ernesto Schiaparelli. From the first plan of 
the necropolis published in the Catalogue and the indi-
rect references given by Budge, we can conclude that 
together with Sarenput II (QH32) and tomb QH32, another 
Middle Kingdom tomb was unearthed to the north: QH333. 
Between that date and before 1936, the year in which Hans 
Müller photographed that part of the hill4, there is no more 
data. We can surmise that QH33 was opened between its 
discovery and the beginning of the 20th century. From that 
moment QH33 remained covered by sand until 1960, when 
a member of Elmar Edel’s team (F. Komp) took some notes 
for its description and measured the chapel5. From these it 
becomes clear why neither Grenfell nor any other scholar 
concentrated their scientific interest on this tomb: the 

2 Cf. Budge 1887.
3 Although the plan of QH33 appeared in De Morgan et al (1894, 142), 
no description or note was published in the Catalogue.
4 Müller 1940, Taf. XXIa.
5 Edel 2008, 429.
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chapel suffered an enormous fire which affected the orig-
inal painted decoration of the central niche as well as the 
funerary goods that covered the surface of the chapel in 
great quantity and diversity. Although the architecture of 
the chapel of QH33 clearly recalls the neighboring tomb of 
Sarenput II (contemporary to Senwosret II and Senwosret 
III), Elmar Edel (2008, 429) was the first to date it, to the 
Middle Kingdom. 

Apart from that, there was no evidence to ascribe this 
monument to any Twelfth Dynasty high official known 
from the rich epigraphic data found in the First Cataract 
region. In this sense, the major source of epigraphic mate-
rial for the high officials of this period doubtless comes 
from the temple of Heqaib in Elephantine. The infor-
mation provided by all these sources permitted Labib 
Habachi (1985) to reconstruct the sequence of governors6 
and some of their closest relatives. He was able to connect 
dozens of individuals mentioned in the temple of Heqaib 
and other inscriptions in the First Cataract and to group 
the Twelfth Dynasty governors of Elephantine and their 
relatives into three different familiar sections: The first 
one7 was composed of the governors (with their ancestors 
and their relatives) who ruled between Senwosret I and 
Senwosret  III: Sarenput I, Khema and Sarenput II. The 
second family had fewer individuals and was composed 
of the governor Heqaib II8 and his sons Heqaib-ankh and 
Ameny-Seneb, who also held the highest titles in Elephan-
tine during the reign of Senwosret III.9 A governor, Heqaib 
III, who was a son of the lady Sattjeni and an official (sXm-
o#) named Dedu/Dedu-Amen, composed the third family 
along with other members.10 This group would have lived 
during the reign of Amenemhat III. In addition, Habachi11 
dated to the end of the reign of Amenemhat III and the 
reign of Amenemhat IV another governor named Khakau-
re-Seneb, related to the third family. 

Concerning Habachi’s third family, the connection 
between Heqaib III and Sattjeni did not offer any doubt 
according to one inscription12, but there was no evidence 
to support Habachi’s idea that Heqaib III was the son of 

6 In the present paper, we consider governors to be the highest of-
ficials of the provinces who held the titles of jrj-pot H#tj-o, in con-
trast with the holders of Xrj-tp o# n sp#t, “nomarchs”. In this sense all 
nomarchs were jrj-pot H#tj-o, but not the contrary. 
7 Habachi 1985, 24–47.
8 The numeration of the governors of Elephantine follows Franke 
(1994).
9 Habachi 1985, 48–54.
10 Habachi 1985, 55-60.
11 Habachi 1985, 55-57, 60.
12 Habachi 1985, 57 Nº 30.

Sattjeni’s husband, Dedu/Dedu-Amen13. Apart from this 
attribution Habachi’s remarkable work presented other 
weak identifications, which go beyond the scope of the 
present study. In spite of this, the posthumous work of 
the Egyptian scholar become the departure point for a 
study carried out by Detlef Franke (1994), who improved 
our knowledge of the governors and their family connec-
tions during the Twelfth Dynasty. But Franke (1994, 8–65, 
sp. 48-49) mainly followed the division of three groups 
differentiated by Habachi: a) the family of Sarenput I 
till Ankhu (I), b) The family of Heqaib II, and c) the very 
Late Twelfth Dynasty, which would begin with Khakau-
re-Seneb, and the first part of the Thirteenth Dynasty.

Most of this lineage of governors is mainly known 
from the temple of Heqaib in Elephantine and some of 
them even have an identified tomb in Qubbet el-Hawa. 
Thus, Sarenput I (QH36), Sarenput II (QH31) and Heqaib II 
(QH 30) are the only governors with a discovered funer-
ary complex. Apart from these there were two other tombs 
that could be dated to the Twelfth Dynasty because of their 
architectonic features. Thus QH32 seems to date to the first 
half of the 12th Dynasty, more specifically before Saren-
put II. Unfortunately, the current state of our knowledge 
does not permit us to attribute it to any high official14. The 
second was the tomb immediately adjacent to the latter; it 
was catalogued as QH33. 

2  The works carried out by the 
 Universidad de Jaén in QH33

In 2008, a multidisciplinary team led by the Universidad 
de Jaén (Spain) began the archaeological works in QH33, 
which in successive years have been extended to the 
north15. During these fieldwork seasons the Universidad 
de Jaén team has excavated the largest funerary monu-
ment dated to the Middle Kingdom in Qubbet el-Hawa.

The most remarkable feature of the archaeological 
work was its complexity, due to the physical characteris-
tics of the soil, composed of sand, and the great quantity 
of archaeological material coming from more than three 

13 Habachi (1985, 60), with discussion of this personage and refer-
ences to the original publications which documented the graffito.
14 It is impossible to confirm that it belonged to a governor, but the 
architecture and the size point in this direction. If so, it might have 
belonged to Heqaib I, Sarenput I’s son, or Khema, Sarenput II’s fa-
ther. 
15 This extension of the works permitted the complete documen-
tation of QH34 and the discovery of two new hypogea: QH34aa and 
QH34bb, cf. Jiménez Serrano et al (2009; 2011; 2013).
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hundred individuals that re-occupied the tomb in two dif-
ferent phases: the beginning of the Eighteenth Dynasty 
and the first half of the first millennium BC. Therefore, 
until the 2013 and 2014 seasons it was not possible to have 
a clearer picture of the Late Twelfth Dynasty phase. QH33 
was essentially the resting place of the family who ruled 
Elephantine between the end of the reign of Senwosret III 
and the reign of Amenemhat III. During this long period 
of use, which can be estimated at thirty years, at least ten 
individuals were buried in this funerary complex. Unfor-
tunately, ancient looting in the majority of the interment 
areas took place shortly after the last bodies were interred.

It has been possible to detect different phases of 
burials during the Late Twelfth Dynasty. Thus some inter-
ments took place during the construction of the mon-
ument, which provoked some changes to the original 
plan. Concerning the design of the funerary complex, it 
originally consisted of an immense courtyard which was 
never finished. In the west side of the patio there opens 
a giant door of almost five meters. After a corridor of the 
same size as the door, there is a monumental hall with six 
square pillars. It was unexpected to find that the meas-
urements of this hall coincide exactly with Sarenput II’s 
hall. Moreover, in the southern sides of both halls there 
are two chambers which open in the same location and 
have the same measurements. But these are the only coin-
cidences between both chapels. Sarenput II followed a 
different general architectonic plan, as in other earlier 
chapels of Qubbet el-Hawa (QH36 and QH32), while QH33 
reproduces the structure seen in QH30 (Heqaib II). Thus 
the major difference between the former and the latter 
chapels is the presence of the naos in the hall of pillars 
of the later tombs. In the case of the earlier funerary com-
plexes the naoi are in a specific offering chamber, which 
connects to the hall by a long corridor.

In this context, it is necessary to stress that QH33 has 
the largest naos known in the Middle Kingdom chapels 
of Qubbet el-Hawa. But this is not the most important 
feature. In the same wall where this magnificent naos was 
sculpted there is a second naos, much simpler than the 
one that presides over the western wall.

Up to now, QH33 is the only Middle Kingdom funerary 
complex in Qubbet el-Hawa known to have two naoi (Plan 
1). There are some pieces of evidence that indicate that the 
southern naos was not in the original plan of the chapel 
and that it was constructed later. Several fragments of rock 
with just one polished face were found in a neighboring 
shaft, indicating that the place where the second naos was 
constructed was already polished. This means that when 
the hall was already finished, it was decided to dedicate 
a place for offerings to a very important personage. More-

over, although the size of both niches (the southern and 
the central) is very similar, there are visible differences. 
The central naos was designed and constructed with all 
the elements of shrines (jambs, architrave, cavetto cornice 
and niche), but the southern naos lacks any sculpted 
element of architectonic decoration. The only visible dec-
oration was a thick stripe of white paint which covered the 
mark of the naos, perhaps with the hope of being com-
pleted with an inscription.

Egyptian naoi are not usually situated very far away 
from the burial chambers, and QH33 is not an exception. 
Immediately in front of the southern naos opens a shaft of 
almost five meters deep. Two burial chambers were con-
structed at the bottom, one on the east side and another 
the west. It is precisely the latter which lies under the 
southern naos.

3  A dedicatory inscription of 
Sattjeni: “Daughter of the H#tj-o”

The Late Twelfth Dynasty material found in QH33 can 
be divided into two categories: funerary equipment 
and votive material. Among the homogeneous ceramic 
material, which served to present food-offerings to the 
deceased, a carinated bowl with incised decoration and 
ring base was discovered at the bottom of the southern 
shaft in QH3316. It was just beside the mud-brick wall that 
closed the western burial chamber (Figure 1). The ceramic 
(Figure 2), which was used to present a food offering to 
the deceased17, presents an hieratic inscription (Figure 3), 
which reads: s#.t H#tj-o c#[t]Tnj “The daughter of the H#tj-o, 
Sattjeni”:

 
 
 
 

Before suggesting an identification of Sattjeni using the 
new data, it is important to present the current knowledge 
of the title s#.t H#tj-o, “Daughter of H#tj-o”. This title is the 
female version of the male title s# H#tj-o and both were 
always held by the direct descendants of the governors18. 

16 Jiménez-Serrano et al (2013, 24–25, QH33–C21). For this ceramic 
type, cf. Schiestl, Seiler (2012, 280–282), with references.
17 Schiestl, Seiler 2012, 280.
18 Apart from some cases in which the descendant cannot be identi-
fied, all the references of s# H#tj-o refer to the sons of governors. Only 
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According to Franke (1990, 228–229), “Daughter of  
the H#tj-o” can be considered a parallel of s#.t nzw.t “King’s 
daughter”, but referring to the next lower level19. Thus 
in the local courts of the governors a similar system was 
reproduced following the example of the royal palace, 
but on a smaller scale. We assume that the main aim of 
this system was to concentrate some privileges and rights 
of the female members of the provincial ruling families 
in one title. Despite marrying a man who belonged to 
another family, the holder of the title of “Daughter of the 
H#tj-o” never abandoned this title, being always identi-
fied as a member of the ruling family20. Moreover, in the 
case of a dynastic crisis of the ruling family provoked by 
the death of a member, the holders of the title “Daughter 
of the H#tj-o” emerged as the transmitters of inheritance 
rights. There are some documented cases during the Sixth 
and Twelfth Dynasties in which the wife or the daughter 
of a local governor played the main role in the solution 
of a dynastic problem caused by sudden deaths21. Thus, 
holders of the title “Daughter of the H#tj-o” could play a 
vital role in the continuation of the lineage of the provin-
cial dynasties of governors during the Twelfth Dynasty.

Concerning the woman mentioned in the inscription, 
Sattjeni, her identification might be in a first instance 
problematic, because it is a common name in the ruling 
family of Elephantine. In fact, up to the present moment, 
there are known to be five women of this dynasty who were 
named so22. The first four are related to the nuclear family 
of Sarenput I23, so they are discarded due to chronological 
reasons. The last known Sattjeni (V) from the epigraphic 
sources was the mother of two Late Twelfth Dynasty gov-
ernors of Elephantine: Heqaib III and Ameny-Seneb.24 

Following Franke’s25 historical reconstruction Sat-
tjeni V married Heqaib II, who had already married a 
certain Gaut-Anuket (II). Sattjeni is always mentioned 
with no title in funerary contexts, appearing just as a fil-
iation identifier for her son. The absence of titles in the 
female identification of the filiation is quite common in 

in one case does it refer to a governor’s grandson, Willems (1983–
1984, 83, n. 27), following Ward (1982); also, Willems (2013, 372).
19 In this sense, Ward (1986, 45) noted that no female members of 
the royal family held the title “Daughter of the H#tj-o”, only women 
related to the provincial governors.
20 Millard 1976, 266.
21 Millard 1976, 360–366.
22 Sattjeni I-IV (Sarenput I’s mother, wife, sister and daughter, re-
spectively). For Sattjeni I, II and IV, cf. Habachi (1985, 44–45). For 
Sattjeni III, cf. Müller (1940, 41).
23 Habachi 1985, 45.
24 Franke 1994, 42.
25 Franke 1994, 40–42, 63.

the Middle Kingdom. Thus it is not rare that Sattjeni’s title 
did not appear in her sons’ inscriptions. 

The mentions of Sattjeni in the monuments of the 
governors Heqaib III and Ameny-Seneb do not offer more 
information about this noblewoman. Her name, “the 
daughter of the aged man26” seems quite certain to make 
reference to the local god of Elephantine Heqaib, which 
would imply that her origin was in Elephantine or in its 
nome. If so, the title of “Daughter of the H#tj-o” would refer 
to one of the well-known high officials of Elephantine. In 
this sense it is necessary to stress her chronological posi-
tion, clearly established from her marriage with Heqaib II. 
Before the latter, there were two governors who might-well 
be the candidates to be her father: Sarenput II and his son 
Ankhu I. Both were holders of the title H#tj-o.

Sarenput II is relatively well known if compared to 
his son, Ankhu I. This might be due to the archaeological 
random, but the recurrent absence of Ankhu I in the most 
important context of the ruling family of Elephantine, the 
temple of Heqaib, leads us to think that Ankhu was not 
long in the office of the H#tj-o in Elephantine. It is sure that 
he was in charge of the funeral of his father Sarenput II. 
Moreover, his noticeable presence in the paintings of his 
father’s funerary chapel, whose decoration was never fin-
ished, might even indicate that Ankhu was also responsi-
ble for the final decoration of his father’s tomb. In contrast 
to the common representations of Ankhu in his father’s 
funerary chapel, it is necessary to note his absence in his 
father’s chapel in the temple of Heqaib. Moreover, there 
was neither chapel nor votive object erected by Ankhu I 
in the temple of the god Heqaib, a unique case among the 
governors of Elephantine, nor has any other reference to 
him been found in the Cataract region. 

The silence of the sources concerning Ankhu I 
together with the lack of the title jmj-r# Hmw nTr, which 
was held by all the H#tj-o, lead us to suggest that Ankhu I 
died shortly after his father, provoking a dynastic crisis in 
the rule of Elephantine which was resolved with the desig-
nation of Heqaib II as the new H#tj-o27. Heqaib II is almost 
unknown; the only known element being the names of his 
parents, Khunes and Sathathor. This evidence confirms 
that he was not part of the nuclear family of Sarenput II. 
Thus he was designated to the highest position of the 
administration of Elephantine not because of his possible 
close connections with the ruling family of Elephantine, 
but because of his spouse.

26 Habachi (1985, 45). Previously translated  – with doubts  – by 
Ranke (1935, 294.22) as “Die Tochter des Erhabenen (?)”.
27 About him, see Franke (1994, 40–41).
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Heqaib II had two wives who gave him at least three 
male descendants. With Gaut-Anuket (II)28 he had his suc-
cessor in the rule of Elephantine Heqaib-Ankh and with 
Sattjeni (V) the aforementioned governors Heqaib III and 
Ameny-Seneb, who successively succeeded Heqaib-Ankh. 
The fact that Gaut-Anuket (II) was the mother of a gover-
nor (Heqaib-Ankh) can be interpreted as meaning that she 
was also a member of the ruling family, although there is 
no evidence to confirm this point. A possible indirect link 
to her relationship to the ruling family is her name, which 
was not very common and also held before by Sarenput I’s 
grandmother. 

In short, the title held by Sattjeni (V), “Daughter of the 
H#tj-o”, refers with almost all certainty to Sarenput II. She 
would not be the only daughter of that nomarch. The order 
of succession of Heqaib II supports with a high probability 
the idea of Gaut-Anuket (II) belonging to the ruling family, 
also being in all likelihood Sarenput II’s eldest daughter. If 
so, Sattjeni (V) would have been born during Sarenput II’s 
life. Currently, only two dates are known from the rule of 
Sarenput II: the 4th year of Senwosret II and the 8th year of 
Senwosret III29.

4  The burial of Sattjeni’s eldest 
son, Heqaib (III): the discovery of 
a governor’s tomb

As mentioned above, the ceramic with the dedicatory 
inscription offered by Sattjeni (V) was beside a funer-
ary chamber which was plundered not many years after 
its closing. Behind the mud-brick wall there was a small 
chamber covered by the rubble that originally prevented 
access to the burial chambers30. Under the rubble, two 
long wooden boxes were discernible31. Both of them were 
decayed by the action of the xylophages. The northern box 
was originally painted with white plaster, while the south-
ern was identifiable as a coffin, because it was painted in 
yellow and presented one horizontal and some vertical 
lines of written hieroglyphs in blue. It was not possible to 
confirm if the northern box, similar in size to the coffin, 

28 Not to be confused with Gaut-Anuket I, who was Sarenput I’s 
grandmother, cf. Habachi (1985, 26, 45).
29 Habachi (1985, 46), with references.
30 The plunderers did not empty the shaft completely, only down to 
the access of the chambers. That is the reason why the ceramic with 
the inscription mentioning Sattjeni, which was on the bedrock, was 
found in its original position.
31 Jiménez-Serrano et alii 2013, 29–31, QH33–C23.

originally contained a body or was a receptacle for funer-
ary goods. It was empty. In contrast to this box the coffin 
was intact, although much decayed. Due to the fall of the 
debris it was not possible to know if looters had already 
opened the coffin or not. Inside the coffin there was a 
body of a thirty year-old male individual in his original 
position, lying on his left side. There was no evidence that 
it had been touched after his burial by the plunderers. The 
mummy was covered by a cartonage tied on his back cov-
ering almost all the body. That cartonage can be divided 
into two different parts: a mask and a shroud. No inscrip-
tions were found on the cartonage or the bandages. On 
the head of the coffin the wood remained standing, con-
serving the name of the deceased: Heqaib. Unfortunately, 
no titles accompanied the name apart from the formula  
[j]m#X Xr Nb-Hwt.

The lack of more epigraphic information led us to 
identify the personage by analyzing the context and 
taking indirect pieces of evidence. 

First of all, it must be stressed that he was buried 
inside a monumental funerary complex similar to those in 
which were interred the governors and the close members 
of the ruling family of Elephantine. 

Secondly, the burial chamber was just under a naos 
(Plan 2) which, as commented before, was constructed as 
the most important part of the chapel to house the statue 
of the governor, which would receive the offerings from 
the relatives or funerary priests. The latter element clearly 
indicates that the body found in the chamber under the 
southern naos and named Heqaib might be identified as 
a governor or a person who deserved similar treatment. In 
this sense, it must be highlighted that all the naoi known 
from Qubbet el-Hawa were constructed only for the funer-
ary cult of the governors. 

Finally, there is another element that clearly connects 
Heqaib with a known and important member of the ruling 
family: “The daughter of the H#tj-o, Sattjeni” who, as men-
tioned before, was the mother of two governors, Heqaib III 
and Ameny-Seneb. We believe that the coincidence 
between the name of the person buried in the chamber 
under the southern shaft of QH33 and the epigraphically 
well-known governor Heqaib III mean that they are in 
reality the same person. If our interpretation is accepted, 
then it explains the reason for the existence of a second 
naos in a funerary complex. 

Thus, the derived conclusion is that the funerary 
complex QH33 contained the bodies of two governors, 
Heqaib (III), buried in the southern shaft, and a second 
governor, most probably Ameny-Seneb, who was buried 
in the northern (main) shaft.
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5  Another son of Sattjeni: the 
Overseer of the House, Sarenput.

In 2009, in the northeast corner of the courtyard of QH33, 
before the entrance of the later chapel catalogued as 
QH34, a Middle Kingdom burial chamber was detected 
(catalogued as QH34β). The successive excavation works 
during the 2012 and 2013 seasons discovered that this 
burial was intact32. Unfortunately, the magnificent coffin 
was greatly decayed due to the action of the xylophages. 
In spite of this most of the hieroglyphic texts on the fringes 
of the coffin were preserved, mentioning the title and the 
name of the owner: jmj-r# pr c#-rnpwt “The Overseer of 
the House, Sarenput”.

Apart from the mention of the name and title, more 
epigraphic material was found in the burial. Sarenput’s 
body was wrapped with bandages, which were also very 
decayed. However, in the lower part of the body there 
was preserved the last part of a fringe of text mentioning 
jr.n c#t-Tn, “begotten of Sattjeni” (Figure 5). This filiation 
was also found twice on the inscriptions that covered the 
shabti and its anthropoid coffin.33 

According to Willems (1988, 161–164) Sarenput’s 
coffin can be catalogued as Type VI, which dates to the 
reigns of Senwosret III and Amenemhat III, coinciding 
with Heqaib III’s lifetime. Sarenput and Heqaib (III) were 
doubtless sons of the same woman, “The Daughter of the 
H#tj-o” Sattjeni.

Sarenput was buried in the QH33 funerary complex 
because he was a member of the ruling family. The place 
where he was buried, in the northeast corner, might 
be due to the fact that the construction work was being 
carried out in the inner parts of the chapel when Saren-
put’s burial took place. That possibility situates his burial 
under the rule of Heqaib III, his brother.

However, the analysis of Sarenput’s body opened a 
more complicated question. His ethnic type was negroid, 
in contrast to Heqaib III, who was Mediterranean34. These 
different ethnic types show the diversity of the members of 
the local élite. But the inscriptions allow us to go further. 
“The Overseer of the House” Sarenput had the same 
mother (Sattjeni) as Heqaib III. These ethnic differences 
might only be explained because of the existence of two 
different fathers. Heqaib III’s father is well known thanks 
to the abundant epigraphic data, which mentions the filia-
tion. However, nothing about Sarenput was known before 

32 Jiménez-Serrano et al. 2012, 118, 123, 127–128 and 2013, 34–37, 
QH34β. 
33 Jiménez-Serrano et al. 2013, 35, Figura 23.
34 Jiménez-Serrano et al. 2013, 36.

the discovery of this grave (QH34β). However, epigraphic 
data from Sattjeni is much more abundant and not only 
related to the sons that she had with Heqaib II, and who 
later became governors, Heqaib III and Ameny-Seneb. 
She was also identified by Labib Habachi as a member of 
another family unit35 in which the husband was identified 
as Dedu-Amen, surely a negroid individual. This situation 
might explain the different ethnic features that both of her 
children present.

Conclusions: a large family with a 
common nexus, Sattjeni
The study of the high status women of the Middle Kingdom 
has received much attention by the scholars if compared 
to other groups of the society36. Most approaches have 
analyzed the titles that they held or simply their role in 
society. Among all of these studies, of great interest is the 
division into three groups of the women with titles that 
Ward (1986, 24–32) suggested came from their closest male 
relatives’ positions. According to him, the title of “Daugh-
ter of a H#tj-o” was in the upper group of titles of the non-
royal noblewomen.

The title of “Daughter of the H#tj-o” was not uncommon 
during the Middle Kingdom (Meir, Beni Hasan, Armant, 
!wt-jHwt and Tell el-Basta)37, but it had never before been 
found in Elephantine. The appearance of such an inscrip-
tion in a documented archaeological context allows us to 
make a new approach to the genealogy and history of the 
ruling family of Elephantine during the Twelfth Dynasty.

Neither Labib Habachi nor Detlef Franke could 
explain the transition between the “earliest” governors 
of Elephantine (Sarenput I-Ankhu) to the second group 
(Heqaib II-Ameny-Seneb). Sattjeni’s votive inscription 
allows us to confirm now the genealogical continuity of 
Sarenput I’s family up to the end of the Twelfth Dynasty. 
Thus both family groups are now united by the figure of 
Sattjeni (V), “Daughter of the H#tj-o”, showing the impor-
tance of the women of the ruling family of Elephantine in 
the case of the extinction of the male line.

This is the case of Sattjeni. She was a noblewoman 
who inherited a province from her father Sarenput II after 
the disappearance of masculine members of her family 

35 Habachi 1985, 60.
36 Guest 1926; Fischer 1956, 1976; 1985; 1989a, 1989b; Ward 1982; 
1984; 1986; Franke 1990; Stefanović 2009, Grajezki 2014. 
37 Hannig (2006, 2061–2062 § 25676), with references. For Tell Basta, 
cf. Franke (1990, 229), with reference.
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(her brother Ankhu I) and after the death of her eldest 
sister (Gaut-Anuket II), her first husband (Heqaib II) and 
his nephew (Heqaib-Ankh). The succession of events can 
be historically reconstructed in a general way. After the 
death of Sarenput II’s heir, Ankhu (I), the eldest sister, 
Gaut-Anuket (II), inherited  – probably as “Daughter of 
the H#tj-o” – the southernmost nome of Upper Egypt. She 
was already married or married Heqaib (II), who was 
not a member of Sarenput I’s lineage, in order to main-
tain the dynastic line. From this union Heqaib-Ankh 
was born, who would succeed his father in the office of 
governor. Gaut-Anuket (II) most probably died not many 
years after the birth of Heqaib-Ankh. Then the governor 
Heqaib II married his wife’s younger sister, Sattjeni (V). In 
a first instance, this second union opened more options 
for the dynastic succession. Sattjeni had at least two more 
children, Heqaib III and Ameny-Seneb, who would later 
become governors of Elephantine.

Once Heqaib II passed away, his eldest son Heqa-
ib-Ankh automatically became governor of Elephantine. 
After Heqaib-Ankh’s death, his stepbrother Heqaib III 
held the highest titles of the nome, H#tj-o and jmj-r# Hmw 
nTr. He received the rule of Elephantine through the inher-
itance of his mother, Sattjeni (V), Sarenput II’s daughter. 

Heqaib III was around thirty years old when he passed 
away. His younger brother Ameny-Seneb would then hold 
the responsibilities of the governorship of Elephantine. 
Ameny-Seneb decided to use the unfinished funerary 
complex QH33, perhaps begun by his brothers Heqa-
ib-Ankh or Heqaib III. For unknown reasons, he decided 
to bury his brother (Heqaib III) in QH33, but in a second-
ary place (the southern shaft), reserving for himself and 
his direct family the area that would still be under con-
struction: the northern shaft. As the position held by 
Heqaib III deserved a specific place for his funerary cult, 
Ameny-Seneb opened a niche in the southwest part of the 
chapel with this purpose.

For her part Sattjeni V, after Heqaib II’s death, married 
a certain Dedu-Amen, an individual with negroid features. 
The main goal of this marriage was to increase the options 
in the dynastic succession in order to avoid a repetition of 
the situation, which occurred after Ankhu (I)’s death: the 
lack of male members in the linage. Thus, Sattjeni became 
the mother of Sarenput and also Amenemhat, who would 
have shared the negroid features of their father. 

The two different branches of the same family have 
as their origin Sattjeni, who thus kept alive the dynastic 
linage of the governors of Elephantine at the end of the 
Twelfth Dynasty.
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Figure 1: The votive ceramic in his original position. To the left, the mudbrick wall, which closed the burial chamber  
of Heqaib III. Author: A. Jiménez-Serrano.

 

Figure 2: The ceramic mentioning the name of Sattjeni. Author: Raúl Fernández Ruiz.
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Figure 3: Detail of the hieratic inscription. Author: Raúl Fernández Ruiz.

 

Figure 4: Ink inscription of the “Daughter of the Hatj-a”, Sattjeni. Drawn by Ana Belén Jiménez-Iglesias.
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Figure 5: The stripe on the upper legs mentioning Sarenput’s mother.
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Plan 1: Designed by Juan Luis Martínez de Dios.

Brought to you by | Universidad de Jaen
Authenticated

Download Date | 1/11/16 12:32 PM



166   Sánchez-León/Jiménez-Serrano, Sattjeni: Daughter, Wife and Mother of the Governors of Elephantine

 

Plan 2: Designed by Juan Luis Martínez de Dios with additon made by Alejandro Jiménez-Serrano.
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